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ore that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the Light 
bis deeds ſruld be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh 


ile lioht, that his deeds may be made maniſaſt that they are 
wht in Ged. John 3. 20 21. 
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Dear Friends, 


now between fifty and ſixty years fince the methodiſt 
mexion was firlt known in theſe nations. Since that 
we have increaſed and multiplied exceedingly. In Eng- 
Scotland, and Ireland, we have about 100,000 perſons 
lin ſociety with use be ſides a great multitude that are our 
ar hearers. We have upwards of 400 travelling, and 
or four times that number of local preachers, 
vile Mr Weſley lived, he had the chief government of 
hole connexion in his own hands. He made laws and 
both for the people and preachers. Perhaps no man e- 
ge ſrom better motives, or was more uſeful in the work 
2 1miniiry than he was. He was greatly beloved by our 
2 in general, and by the preachers in particular. . 
ba he was called to his 1eward, the preachers did not 
don a particular examination of his plan, but took it 
dopted his laws and rules as he left then. It can- 
 {inpoſed that Me Weſley who travelled about four 
104 123 every year, and preached ſo very often, would 
202% tO a well organized form of church government, 
s people after his deceaſe. When individuals began to 
"ue diſerent parts of our plan, they found ſeveral things 
th unſcr io4ural and oppreſſive to the people. The lead- 
ends in different Parts Ci theſe Nations, ſert addreſſes to 


Iaterencs tor two years, but inflead of reading and con- 


vg them, they were deſtroyed, after they had been ſeen - 
ev be preachers. Several pamphlets and letters were 
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Kingſweod- ſchool, ard preachers fund, without being cb 


expenditure is only publiſhed in grofs ſums, which preyer 


it be ſuppoſed that a ſyſtem of this nature would never bf 
| ſed to the reproach of our connexion ? Does it not open 


circulated, to ſhew our ſocieties that many things wer 
trary to their intereſſs in our connexion. - Aconteſt * | 
vpon different parts of cur conſtitution, which has wow 
in a thorough examination cf all the parts ot our ſyſſem 
all the regulations which have taken place, onr Deor , 
ſtill “ruled without being conſulted. "They have ng m 
the choice of their own officers—the formation, of they, 
laws— or the diſburſemen:“ of what they give to carry 4 
work. To prove my aſſertion, I will juſt relate the pode 
an aſſiſtant preacher, in the circuits where he travels, 

1. He has power, with the help of a ſingle leader, ton 
or exclude members to, or from the ſociety, without the } 
ledge or conſent of the people. 2. He can alone, place q 
place leaders, ſtew ards, or loca] preachers. 3. He can gf 
ſelf, without conſulting any of the preachers that are tr 
ling with him, or any of the people, recemmend peri- 
get them placed among the tiaveliing preachers, even: 
the conſent and remonſtrances of the ſocieties of a who 
cuit. 4. He can make all the collections, ſoch as % 


to give a ſingle individual any account of what he has ret 
till he come to the conference. . The preachers ine 
rence, make laws for the people without conſulting then 
tranſa all the affairs of the connexion, uit hout the peopl 
ing a ſingle voice or repreſentative in the aſſembly, 
the collections are diſburſed by the preachers alone, ar 


people from knowing how their money is applied. I 
the caſe with them all, except the preachers fund coll 
No government under heaven, except al/clute monarclies 
papal hierarchy, are ſo deſpotic and oppreflive as oui 


for deſigning men to act tyrannically and dilhoneſtly 
not calculated to create jealouſies and diſtruſt in our! 
men? And if it be continued, will it not ſoon delirny 
Is it not the duty of every fincere lover of methociim| 
to have it removed, and a better eſtablithed 2 

Aſter having helped in circulating ſeveral pieces, 


5 k 
the letters and pamphlets I have publiſhed alone, to * 
bout a more equitable plan among us, witaout fee T * 
fruit of my labour, I determined to wi ite my mind fr "ag 
the different parts of our conflitution, and ſend it "ng 
preachers and leading friends throughout theſe nations, b 5 


was done in the pamphlet called the Progress of Libel 


1 deſian of cireulating it ia Alnwick, | A few of them 
Hroad WitDOut ny knowledge, and againlt my expreſs 
„hon on the printer. = | f | 
ery atentive reader will fee, that in the Progreſs of Li- 
| am autacking a bad ſyſtem, and to prove the poiars 
lier, I hive ſhewn ſome inſtances wherein different 
ers have ated out of character. So far from repreſent- 
kit tue preachers ia general are bad deſigning men, I 
ede oured to prove the contrary. I wrote the pamph | 
gad to the preachers and leading men through the con- 
n, 17;hout any deſign of publiſling them to the people 
think it neceffary to cloak any ct our matters, but to 
them juſl as they are. Some ef the expreſſions are not 
ently guarded for the public eye. And others beer, 
things, which many perſons in our connexion 24 not 
ily informed of, Every candid impartial regler wilt 
ſtable allowance for any thing of this naturg | 
re the pamplilet went to the preſs, I fore fat, the florm 
ould be rated againſt me, by a number of th preachers. 
raft is tae ſame in every ſe and party. It low to deal 
wrance and creaulity. It abbors the light, aud ever acives 
s votaries from free engrizry. Many in cur connekon 
they ſaw Cangecons evils threatening our cauſe, bu 
em would ſtep forward to attack them openly. At 
lrelo ved in the name of the Lord to meet the ſtorm, 
lurd every thing Tenjoyed among the methodiſts to 


| nely hope of ſucceſs in the end, encouraged me to go 
rc 10 ever reads my anſwer to the London metho- 
uns ©, ind ne trial IJ have juſt publiſhed, will have ſome 


ever ren 1 h1ve been called to endure. | 


t open * greatelt part of our people were ignorant of the 


© A . 1 
mellly es tut ace manitet in cur connexion, I was not altos: 
| 007 n our it of our friends in Alnwick and in other pla- 

4 


delirny r222:d at what I have written, It was ſo contrary; 
1001 een of our afflirs, that many of them, without 
"weltcle things fo or nit?“ took the alarm, and de- 
ha ren Landering the preachers, and publiſhing a 
ines. Many of our fe:.ftble friends examined theſe: 
ud finding them founded on facts that cannot be 
Fi.lvel co help in ſeeking a ſpeedy redreſs of all 
Mics, I do not think that any of them approve of 
e i22ve laid. But my out- lines of a conſtitu:ion 
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e. As they are ſo fully acquainted with our affairs, 1 


de p:0pleot large. The profpect was dark and gloomy. | 
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to ſuch a degree, that the remembrance of it is pain 


4 ) 
meet with their cordial approbation, and they think 1 
duty to help in eſtabliſhing a plan of ſuch importance. 
Four years ago, I wrote ſeveral letters, and publiſe 
pamphlet in Newcaſtle, in favour of liberty of cohſcience 
veral perſons in Alawick were deeply prejudiced aganl 
on that account, before ever they ſaw me. The leadins; 
of this character ſuſfered their minds to be greatly agitze 
warmly oppoſed me. The firſt of theſe had long been 
plaining of many things which I ſhew to be prievancy, 
on the appearance of my Progreſs of Liberty, he with þ 
others in the town and neighbourhood, found their 
judices revive, and a dreadful hue-and-cry was raiſed 2p 
ine. On my calling upon him he abuſed me and my bre 


is hour. The inhabitants of Alnwick are aſſured, h 
aka aſe of cutting words, when he ſets about it. Thek 
exerted themſelves to defame my character. Several df 
went front bote to houle, and did every thing in theiry 
to prejudice © | :ople againſlme. A number ef thin 

circulated, a aged upon me, which the pamphlet dg 
conta: y of my molt violent oppoſers never read 
my arb- the London bull. It cannot be ſuppoſt 
Minna joined by the daughter of one of ourp 
cge, would labour in vain, in a work of this nature 
ny cf the ſociety and congregation Crank in the 
Poiſon, and joined them in oppoſing me. Their joint 
ence affected our congregations, and then the cry 
nad deſtroyed the work of God. But I appeal to the 
enc ſocieties whether my pamphlet, (hewing the rea! ſia 
cannexion, or the oppoſition made againſt me by the 
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alluded to above, was the cauſe of a decline in the AW”) 
of hearers? | 2 Pugh: 
What greatly irritated the minds of my oppoſers white 

avourable opinion many of the people in Alawick, a havit 
cially the diſſenters, entertained of me ard my book, Wi?" el 
they heard ſenſible churchmen, and perſons belong rich 
other chapels declare, the methogilis had been kept in ial re 
dy their preachers, this made them more ſevete 3g c how 
Some perſons may cry out we all are knaves, and abu mad 
ceedingly: this they ſaid before my pamphlet was p ers atte 
But the candid and judicious frankly acknowiege, | Preſery 
'ſ5ſtem opzns a door for bad principled men to imp aders, 
the reſt of the preachers and the people; and that it! b conſu 
ty of every member of the connexion, to help ia eſta = — 


better plan, They are greatly ſurprized that the 1 har 


it 


lhe oe me ſhou'd refuſe do come forward to aſſiſt in a 
nee. this nature. When they ſee them oppoling their own 
raink bt; in perlecuting me, this conſiderably adds to their a- 
lag! nent, 114d I ſuffered from them alone, it would have 
Aech gerable. But that they ſhould attack my worthy col - 
deen the manner they have done, is more painful to me. 
ces. lam called to endure. I am thankful to God for 
ith en ſach a pious ſenſible young man, to be my fel - 
their er in the goſpel. ; His diligence and uprightneſs in l 
ed r togcther with Kis prudence and moderation, endear | 
y bref il, ho value an honeſt man. It is exceedingly ſtrange. | 
pain p:rfon cannot be allowed to think for himfelf, and act | 
ed, ee to his 0v.n jidgment, without giving cff:nce. He 
TheeMMoorcned of every thing I have publiſhed. But the 
ral of principles of my pamphlet met with his -approbatinn.: 
heir ed to ſapport me in every thing that is juſlifiable. 
thing: |: ſtleadily done from the beginning. He acts from 
let e end whatever reproach and perſecution he is called 
e his conſcience does not reproach him for aQting ac- | 
mths light of his own mind. His particular crime 
£:%or. he ſhews to me, and the uprightneſs he mani- 
uppIrtiog the truth againſt any that oppoſe it. By. 
adaering to what we deem important, we are called to 
roach and perſecution, gt ſo much from the world, as 
ofeſ:d friends of the Redeemer, and of methodiſm. 
pember, Jeſus Chri was wounded in the houſe of his. 
This bears vs up above the rage and malice of any 
kto injure us. | (+ : 
very reſpectable preachers, and a number of leading 
ughout the connexion, are coming forward to have | 
beiter organized, A bleſſed proſpeA opens to our | 
| having all our grievances ſpeedily redreſſed. We | 
book, oi dae time, if we faint not. — After being tried | 
belon d meetings, no ſentence is paſſed againſt me. Eve - | 
ot el reader will eaſily perceive, by the account I have | 
_ „ how far I am juſtly expoſed to condemnation. | | 
d abu made theſe preliminary remarks, I ſhall now call | 
rs attention, to what is more particularly connected | 
lege, f preſent deſign. Our quarterly meetings are deſign - | 
„ im aders, ſtewards, local, and travelling preachers" in a 
hat it conſult about the ſpiritual and temporal affairs of 
Wet nt focieties. It is the duty of every ſociety, that re- 
the enn welfare, to have at leaſt one of its members pre- 


* parterly meeting, in Alnwick, for ſeveral years” 
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could ſtay a ſecond year to the advantage of cur conte 
this circuit? Every perſon preſent ſigned an addreſs 1 


5 ſatisſaction. After tranſacting all our affairs in amit 


| C83 

have never been upon a proper foundation. A great 1 
of perſons have been abſent that ought to have attended: 
many worthy friends have been preſent, who came for, 

hep in bearing the expence contr acted on the oceaſio 
had no particular buſineſs to tranſact. At our chi 
quarterly meeting the plan was altered. We fixed it 9 
ſame foundation with quarterly meetings in nei ghbouring 
euits, Our laſt meeting was the moſt reſpeRable thy 
was known in Alnwick, on account of ſo many ſocieties 
their leaders or delegates there. Several things of imp 
were conſidered, Eſpecially an addreſs to the diſſtid nt 
and the couference, which contains the ſubſtance of x 
have written in the out- lines of a conſtitution. Every q 
preſent agreed to it, with ſome flight alterations. Mr} 
field and I retired while our characters were examined, a 
our return we were ir formed, no perſon: had any thing 
ledge againſt us, as it reſpected our piety, morality, or at 
for the work. The local preachers alſo retired, when 
characters were examined. That every thing might be dot 
norably, we aſked, if the brethren ſuppoſed either 


diſtriẽt meeting ard the conference, for us to becontinne 
ye ar. Our meeting was harmonious, and greatly to ourt 


peace, we parted in love, hoping to ſee better days th 
have ſeen. 

My colleague and I paſſed comfortably on our circuit 
veral weeks, not knowing that there was any particular k 
forming againſt us. Our opponents did not appear publ 
attack us, but plotted in the dark. I never heard ot an 
being formed to baniſh us from the circuit, till my cl 
informed me in Sunderland. We there learned, that ne 
lettets, but a meſſenger had been ſent, to do every thing 
could be deviſed to prevent cur return. Mr Hunter: 
a long diſmal account in Newcaltle, from the perſon allud 
with ſolemn intreaties that we might not be continued. 

ood man carried the matter entirely in the. dark againſt 
id not venture to meet us in the preſence of the pres 
though he was in Sunderland at the time of our being 
ther. Had he come ſorward openly and hcnourably 
us, we ſhould have met him on even ground. f 
friend went a ſtep farther than this good man H 
viſ:d for us bolli to be removed immediately, and not be: 
to continue in the circuit till the couſetence. I ſlall c 
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h 7 5 : 
\ramine the public letter that was ſent to prevent our 


at 10 

ded Wi, igned by 38 perſons. 

for art 1 thought of printing the letter with all the names 
aſion, eligned, but finding ſeveral forgeries, and others who 


read the letter nor knew its contents, that ſigned, as will 
wards ſhewed, I ſhall only take quotations from it, and 
ert upon them. This will by no means repreſent the 


urin 

e hy n ſentiments to diſadvantage, but will make this addreſs 
ties Mr ably ſhor ter. l 
import charge againſt me in the letter, is found in theſe 
id ing « Previous to the laſt quarterday, Mr Kilham took 
gains to invite people to anſwer his purpoſe, who were 
ery pll@ozht from places that never attended before, while Mr 


n Morriſon, and many other reſpectable members were 
requited to attend at all: and after certain individuals 
elt the meeting, who were not friendly to Mr Kilb am's 
va petition was produced and ſigned by the remainder for 
jreachers to continue another year. If preachers be 
wed to canvaſs and determine by ſuch partial majorities, 
rent may be eaſily known.“ I ſhall makethe following 


onNe on this paſſage, 1. Former quarterly meetings, had been 


dreſs is and / cor:trary to the defign of the inſtitution, that 
neinve@Mſiend who attended the chriſtmas meeting, thought iv 
) our ! jſor a change to be made in them. 2. 45 an addreſs 
ami be conſidered to be preſented to the diſtrict meeting 


conference, reſpecting the preſent ſtate of our con- 
, and what appears neceflary to be done by the prea- 
ir our future welfare, a full impartial meeting ſeemed. 
lj neceſſary. 3. I invited none to attend that meeting 
e perſons that had formerly attended; unleſs it were 
zd delegates from different ſocieties in the circuit, who” 
tobe preſent in theſe meetings. I had no purpoſes to 
but what concerned the good cf the people in the cir-- 


ays thi 


circuit 
cular { 
ar publ 
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ry thing the connexion at large. 4. Several perfons in Aln · 
nter refJvlo ought to have attended, refuſed to come forward. * 
n alla d tewards, and local preachers were invited from the 
inued. One cf them reſuſed to attend the former 
gain i mectin ge, though he was intreated to attend. 


he pres, being ore cf the circuit ſtewards was preſſed 


r being attend. tr? was invited from the pulpit; 
rably liree men; win C372 nt 2 Have aitended, had come 
2d, AWW nd Ru! fete he tion, bifore the reſt of the bre- 


wud Fave enn mel more to the Honour of their cha. 
ot be n the hegt np ov gpenly againſt us, and their 
(hall nos tte ts oth” rhe pig} 151ev rrtued to injare our 
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characters, and to Have ns removed from the ciren;t, 
John Morriſon, is a very reſpectable man, but he is no 
or iteward—-nor has he attended the quarterly mein, 
ſeveral years. As he knew of the meeting, be! 
right to attend if he thought proper. I did not nevlet 
vite any reſpectable members“ who were leaders, fo 
or local preachers : but intreated ſeveral to come, wh, 
not preſent. The two certain individuals that left yy 
preſſed upon to continue till our meeting was ended; bu 
vious temporal engagements prevented them. I beſiey 
theſe worthy friends were ſatisfied with the Reps: which 
taken while they continued with us. 7. There was no yy 
produced for our continuance another year. I only af 
brethren if they thought, eicher of us could continue thy 
year to the advantage of the circuit. And when they 
unanimous that we both might, a ſhort petition was dray 
to the diſtrict mecting and the couterence, requeſſing oye 
tinuance. 8. As only two perſons had left us and ther 
ſigned, what can the writers mean by a partial majari 
few individuals in Aluwick, have no fight to determine 
preackers ſhall be appointed fer this circuit, without the 
currence cf the cther ſocieties. Placey arid Morpeth 
are members in them, than there are in Alnwick, 
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Cieties throughout the circuit help to ſupport the v o 
much as the Alnwick friends do. And I am bold to 2s. 
it were put to a vote throughout the circuit, two thirds . 
ſocieties would petition for our return; and molt of e gu 
ward hearers would be thankful, if we might be cont rerſe 
Every attentive reader will be capable of judging, ft i: 
ſtatement of our meeting, upon the juſtneſs cr failkood Hine 
account ſent by the letter to the diſti ict meeting, ble 
Another part of the letter runs thus. Meſſrs Kilt {:: 
Eversfield ſay, that there is little or no difference ti not 
& the ſociety or congregation, but we cannot tell how ns 
% make good ſuch an aſſertion ; it being a fact that i Wer 
« appearance of the Progreſs of Liberty, &c. the nun the 
% hearers on an average in the gallery, both men and Mey 
“ on ſunday afternoons and evening preachings, e wi: 
« exceeded from ninety to a hundred; and not h rary, 
« number down ſtairs that formerly attended.“ 1.” 
firſt place we deny having aſſerted, that there is litt the 
deference in the ſociety or congregation, as it allude n th: 
ſtate of our affairs for ſeveral weeks. We are not lor: w. 


a publis drunlard, and others of an indifferent ehe 
who would not be reclaimed, have left us. Some ha 


„om the ſociety on other accounts; who are ſtill 
s to our congregation, though they cannot meet 
ch us. Very few have left the ſociety ou acccount 
aphlets J have publiſhed. | 


lit. ; 
$ no 
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e wondered at, that there ſhould be a decline in the 


leetig 

* ion, when the leading perſons that ſigned this letter 
let eps they have taken? Many of them not only kept 
6, flew „ chapel themielves, but their influence hindere 
who „ When they flandered, reproached, and perſe- 
ft vg! what could the people of the town think of ſuch cone 
u: be (vs they not refuſe to come and worſhip among a 
boli (| it ad ſuch an unchriſtian part? The decreaſe of 
Which ion cannot be ſy juſtly attributed to us, as to thoſe 
0 token ſuch dart urſcriptural metbeds to prejudice the 
ly afke aint us. 

we M two laſt ſundays I was in town, the congrega- 
iber eared to me as good as they hail been, previous to the 
sda a of the Progreſs of Liberty. It is generally ſuppoſed, 
ng o way of judging of the number of hearers, is by the 


the ffi collections that are gathered, When we compare cur 


najo as for nine months, with thoſe that were made laſt yer 
mine me time, there is not eleven ſhillings diſſerence. Ard 
ut the WW: is conſidered, that ſeveral perſons who now attend the 
orpeth bet oppoſe us, have left off giving any thing, and o- 
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o not attend, it will appear, that on an average for nine 
our congregations have been nearly, if not altogether, 
las our predeceſſors. — Nothing can be more ſalſe than 
,*that ſince the Progreſs of 8 &c, appeared, not 
e tumders attend down ſtairs that formerly attended.“ 
perſon acquainted with the congregation muſt acknows . 
hat this declaration is exceedingly contrary to the truth. 
hae reaſon to bleſs God, that the good ſenſe cf dur 
ble hearers prevents them from leaving us. And 
he friends in Alawick know the true ſtate of our affaire, 
not be prejudiced, by efforts that are made againſt the 
ſons that are ſeeking their preſent and eternal ſalvation. 
ther part of the letter runs thus. We with to continue 
r the direction of the conference, and at the ſame time 
hey will not ſend men who are guilty of agitating the 
J: with new plans, both of church and ſtate, but on the 
ary, men devoted to God, and the intereſt of precious 
This paſſage implies, that we are not “ devoted to 
« the iatereſts of precious ſouls,” We have reaſon 
n that we are not more devoted to both, but at the 
ne we can appeal to our conduct to witneſs, whether 
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the love of God ard precious ſouls, has not led yy 4, 
the goſpel in many places, that had not formerly Preach 
them by us? We bave | egun preaching in five or f no, 
and have gone through all kinds of weather to ſupply 
when we might have been reſting at home. Should wy 


moved, it may happen, ſeveral ct them will be given of 
the people may have cauſe to mourn on accouy WF” 
goſpel being with held from them by our removal. ow 


Whatever new plans we have propoied for our cop! 
no perſon can charge us with agitating new plans for the 
We have never introduced any thing into the pulpit ont 
jet. When we were ioſulted in a public company by, 


woman, cut of reſpect to the family where it hape 
did not expoſe her want of prudence to thoſe tha ]] 
fent. We pray for our King and country, and ſeek the WF © 
tion of both. Aud we make no ſcrup'e of declaricg, in 
happy in being raked wich the principle gentleuen « et? 
county, in our defires for war to be buriflied jr * 
univerſe, and in ſeeking for peace again to bleſs the % 
tions. We hope God will hear the prayers ef his pu i 
every de uomination, and ſpeedily cauſe the natiors tg pre 
war no more forever, | | & 
The ſollowing quocation refers to the brethren that * 
in Newcallle, * With regard to the addreſs lately pu.“ 
« we are ſurpriſed how thoſe in this place who ſigaed WM... 
i take upon them to repreſent the ſociety, when nct ani | 
dual that we know of, was previously conſulted, They 7 
« was highly diſpleaſing to very many in the ſociety, .. 
** proved of but by few: and however ſtrenuous they m 
in ſupporting Mr Kuham, they certainly were not ju 3 
«© either by ſcripture or reaſon, in conveying an ice H 
& world that they repreſented a ſociety, to which they . 
«& ſo much as mentioned their intentions. I bis was cer . 


ce tranſact on in which * the people had no voice.” 

I ſhall make two remarks. on this paſſage. 1, The 
t Hat attended my trial in Newcaſtle did not know whet 
left home, that tliere would be an addreſs preſented. 
addreſs ſays they only ſigned as the repreſentatives of tie 
ple. And the Alnwick friends were che leaders of the 
ſociety, except about 15 perſons. 2. 1 deny that the z 
was highly diſpleaſing to very many in the ſociety, anc 4 
ved of but by few. On the contrary but few cpp! 
And the greateſt pert of the ſociety that have read it," 
approve of the ſentiments and ſpirit of ii. 


— 


1 
era. on is fu lar to that which begins the letter. 
s we under. taad that it hach been repreſented, thit 
in Alnwick are nearly unaaimous in de ſending 
um's proceedings, ſince he came to this place, we 
11025 are under-written &c.“ So far from a repree 
of chis nature being given to oui firſt diftrit meeting, 
ers had letters to the contrary, The preachers in 
rs of Eagland have received accounts that the peo- 
Ix CL are "nearly unanimous againſt me. An erroneous 
(this niture, was calculated to prepare for the ſubj: Qs 
to follow, * and carried an appearance of the neceflity 
o which the writers had taken, Put truth. is great, 
_— againſt every ſcheme that can be deviſed to 
'c pro! ogttſe. 
chende with a few remarks on the whole. 1. Szveral 
in dllerent tocieties have wondered, that this circuit 
el more tun it does, in ſupportiag a family. But 
«© confidered, that the debt on the Alowick chapel,. 
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: ircy t brought on by im7rudence in building) is very op- 

g tit o the truſtees, this accounts for their not being able 

=Y re forthe preachers, The debt is conſiderably reduced 
8 00 


by a liberal weekly ſubſcription, and if it be contiuued, 
; mike the burden tolerable. 
2 leading men in the Alnwick fociety, and very many 
ſent members, are as reſpectable characters as any in 
bil coomexion, They cheartuily ſupport the many 
ns hene2th-which they are called to labour; and are 
0 help forward the cauſe of methodiſm. Many of 
re examined” the ſubjects which are now agitated 
s and ee the neceſſity of ſtanding forward to help in 
g the grievegces which are manifeſt. | 
ie let r I have examined, had 38 names at it. On- 
mare 14 ſocicty. Ani ſeveral of their names were 
ot! ers of them never neither read or heard the letter, 
m icl⸗ 0 believe it contained ſome thing different 
in it, Sirce they heard the particulars of it, 
"0 = vt declaring they have been deceived, and 
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of rb 2d on account ot wha: they have done. 
* of getting this letter ſigned is very curious, 
el Ws men engaged 1 ta this wer k, went from houſe 


ind oiten ppeared to meet without &: lion. One of 
#20166 'riendsto this effect, „ Wiil you ſign a pes 
bac, and love in the ſociety?“ And we are in 


0.7 Jenonnced the judgments of Cod, not againſt 


er againſt them, if they retuſed to ſign. 
ed upon a certain friend and deſired 


and 4 
Cppil 
d it, 


out of the way. One of them declares he would n 


communicate every favour, which is neceflar) 


| 12 
him to ſign, h: requeſted to hear the letter rest 
excuſes were made to evade it. When he bad light 
de and read it, he declared he would never {, 
ſpoke ſharply to the perſon that ſought bis ſig1jy, 
ing ſuch an unchriſtian part. Aſter labouring had! 
on our people to ſign about half a dozen were perſu 
it, beſide thoſe that are our evorred enemies, But fes 
deceived, having never heard the letter read, ang : 
ſorry for what they have done. Theſe together 
forged names made up 22. — the members « j 
meeting were informed, that others would hare 
their having ſet their names to the Newcaſtle ; 
that ſigned laſt quarterly meeting, prove; 
Others were repreſented as willing to fign but 


done it, and is ſorry to hear that an individual my 
with his name. . 

5. My colleague had never any intention to ſi 
year. T only defired to ſtay on condition I conl{ 
circuit, to be acceptable to the people in general. 
ſhould the Lord ſpare, and the preachers comin 
connexion, I ſhould be ſorry to ſtay a lecond yes 
could do it peaceably. I hope God will dired 
where we ſhall avoid preſecution from our own þ 
ever we may ſuffer from the world. 

From this ſtatement of facts our friends will 
judge, how far we have merited ſuch treatment 
perſons alluded to. We ſhiall leave the circuit, a 
every mans conſcience in the fight of God, that w 
ſome meaſure, fought the happineſs and ſalvationo 
ers at. large. We ſhall continue to pray that the 
every place may be bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus. At 
time we ſhall earneſtly beg of the Lord, not to 
charge of thoſe that have oppoſed us, their unferi 
duct, but grant both them and us repentance unt( 

May the God of our mercies diſpoſe the he: 
People of every denominatiap, to ſeek to know i 
day, the things belonging to their peace! May 


preſent and future happineſs! I am, in the goſpel 
. Your afeQttonate ſervant, 
| / 8 Non Alex. Kills T 
a Alnwick, 390 J On ' 
Day 24th 17983 | 
Wor. 
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